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Paddington Arts exists to help young people express themselves and find their place in the world.

We put on shows, go on residential trips to the country, and use media, particularly photography and

for youth arts informat .
news, events & discuss i

video, to tell stories and capture images that say something about our lives.
As we approach our 30th anniversary, we can look back and see lots of things that have changed,
particularly fashion and technology. But our core values haven't changed. They are Education,

Inclusion, Excellence and Fun.

In addition, especially in this digital and gadget filled society, children need to mix with other children

in the real world, and have contact with nature.

All of this you will see in this report; and please read the words of our members and their parents,
explaining why they feel Paddington Arts has helped them.

STEVE SHAW









#STREETLIFE

#Streetlife was an exciting and creative project that explored what it means to be a teenager today,
using Spoken Word, Dance and Photography. We brought together professional artists to work with
our members and do outreach in the community; and then worked with a writer to bring together a
variety of ideas and stories into a coherent narrative to be performed by a young cast. We looked at
issues such as living on the streets; drugs; families living under stress; and the need to fit in and feel
part of something. The text was delivered in spoken word, with multi-screen photographs as a

backdrop, and interspersed with high energy dance routines.
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Cold nights

Hard days

Dark soul

Scared face

Drug deals

Police chase

It’s just da way | was raise
Gun shots firing

Loud police sirens
Mothers left cryin

Ma hoods full of violence
I look for betta days

But I'm blinded by struggle
| was a hard headed yute

So | was always in trouble

SHAKEEM, AGE 15




“The thought of you Tara feels like warm summer rain,

| want to show off my achievements as

the moon does amongst the stars at night

and let it be known that it is all because of you that we are here
And now | feel like Michael Jackson in this alleyway lighting

up the pavements

I didn't think | could run like this again,

And | should be taking it easy

and playing it cool

But dancing on these broken bottles makes me feel alive.”




“My floor is this concrete and my ceiling these stars

well star,

I can only see one tonight

the city smog strangles the sky like my former home strangled me
but this priceless freedom nurtures me

| exist on the kindness of others and any pity is unnecessary

I live by my choices and find hunger sharpens my mind

| see myself in agile foxes and soaring seagulls

I am an alchemist turning others waste and excess into valued survival
every day an adventure

a challenge to overcome

I find peace in the present and the gift that it truly is”
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YOUTH MEDIA

| teach photography and video. For photography | give the young people cameras, ask them to choose a
colour and a shape, and then go and look for the colour and shape they have chosen and take photos.
Then we talk about the local area, which places they like or don't like. Then we plan a photo walk, and go

out and take pictures. Finally they choose their favourite six photos, and we print them.

When | run a video workshop, | divide them in groups of four and ask them to choose which role they
want from camera; sound; interviewer and interviewee. They can choose to be interviewed as themselves,
or as a celebrity. It used to be David Beckham or one of the Spice girls. Now it can be Lionel Messi or a
celebrity | haven't even heard of. They take turns, so everyone can try out each role. Some instantly take

to directing, and enjoy ordering everyone around, and coming up with ideas.
Even though the technology has changed over the years, the basic principles of photography and video

remain the same. The most important tool for photography is the eye, and the most important tool for

documentary filmmaking is a curious mind, and the ability to ask the right questions.

STEVE SHAW
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PADDINGTON FESTIVAL

Paddington Arts has helped me improve my confidence because | was very shy and | would not talk to

anyone. Also, its has helped me with my dance. Before | could not do any of the dance moves.

My experience at Paddington Arts has been a joyful one. | have made loads of new friends despite

being there for only a short period of time. | have had a very good time.

My dad also thinks it is very beneficial to my sister and to me as it gets us out the house. My mother
also thinks this, as well as a way to express our feelings. They both agree that it helps us to try new things

challenge ourselves.

Finally, Paddington Arts has not just helped me in dance but also academically. When | was in class |
was very self-conscious and when it came to tests, | would instantly freeze up. Paddington Arts has

taught me to loosen up and have confidence in myself.

HARDESHA ODIVA, AGE 11
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Paddington Arts has helped me for 2 years now finding my skills and confidence. Paddington Arts has

pushed me harder to get to where | am, every Tuesday and Thursday.

Two years ago, | didn't know how to play the steel pans or how to dance. But now I'm great at it because

of all the lessons I've had.

After those two years, | got better at dance by learning from friends that had more experience than

me. | was constantly learning new things.

It had been challenging being at Paddington Arts but | never gave up on anything that | was instructed
to do by Chloe and Eldora.

Now | could never even think of giving up on any type of dance. My preferred types of dance are the
more complicated ones. My skills are always being put to the test. Another thing that | learnt was to

never be scared about the unknown.

IMANI, AGE 8
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PADDINGTON ARTS IN NUMBERS
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Director: Steve Shaw
General Manager: Sharon Marshall

Head of Performing Arts: Eldora Edward

Finance Officer: Dipa Kotak

Caretaker and Cleaners: Colin Vidal, Junior Browne, Debbie Boyce
Maintenance: Ricky Antoine

Summer Project Staff: Eldora Edward, Daniel Shaw, Nicholas Weekes, Tori Sian Pegus
Dance Tutors: Chloe McFayden, Eldora Edward, Kerin Morris
Drama Tutors: Amani Naphtali, Eldora Edward, Colin Vidal
Spoken Word Tutors: Chris Preddie, Maxwell Golden
Photography Tutors: Steve Shaw, Tim and Barry

Steel Pan Tutors: Marvin Barrie, Nicholas Weekes

Admin Volunteer: Aida Avila

Volunteers: Colin, Dionne, Jason, Lenny, Matthew, Nicholas, Shaun

Volunteer Gardener and Beekeeper: Mike Wohl
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Alan Hayling (Chair)

Angela Piddock (Vice Chair)
Vanessa Suri (Treasurer)

Leandra Box (Company Secretary)
Adele Braithwaite

Alison Stanley

FUNDERS

John Lyon'’s Charity

Arts Council England
Westminster City Council
WECH

Awards for All

Rose Foundation
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ClIr Barrie Taylor
Danie McCarthy
Jennifer Williams
Lionel McCalman
Pat Buckley
Yvonne Dawood

Jack Petchey Foundation

BBC Children in Need

Create Church Street

Westminster Amalgamated Charity
Paddington Charities

Harvist Trust

CREATE
CHURCH

SEES

Supported by
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City of Westminster

LOTTERY FUNDED
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Supported by

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

AMALGAMATED CHARITY




Address: 32 Woodfield Road, London, W9 2BE Photography: Steve Shaw

Web: www.paddingtonarts.org.uk Cover Photo: timandbarry
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